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Originally recognized for her stacked sculptures of wafer thin porcelain, in the last several years Susan 
York has been working with graphite to luminous effect in large wall drawings and distinct works.  
Influenced by the Constructivist and De Stijl movements, she uses repetition, accumulation and the 
manifestation of visceral tension as the basis for her work.  In describing York’s porcelain work in Art in 
America, Sarah S. King wrote that her “striking body of work and systematic methods . . . adroitly 
provoke tensions between space and form.”. 
  
Braunstein/Quay will present York’s earlier porcelain shard pieces along with current graphite wall and 
floor sculptures and graphite on paper drawings.  This range of work will showcase the development of 
her work over the past decade and the central tensions that her work evokes.  Until Angle of Repose, 
York’s 2005 exhibition at Braunstein/Quay Gallery, she had made her graphite sculptures as floor 
pieces solely for the site-specific graphite rooms she created in museums. But for the 2005 show, she 
made a small graphite cube and hung it on the wall.  This discovery led to her current body of discrete 
graphite objects. In response to this piece, Jan Riley [Sculpture, July 2008] wrote, “In viewing her work 
it is clear that you are in the presence of something to be taken seriously . . . One of York’s graphite 
cubes mounted to the wall (even one as small as 4 x 4 inches), has a preternatural pull, almost as 
though it has a specific gravity all its own.” 
 
York associates her art practice with Zen Buddhism.  Whether it is the repetitive aspect of cutting 
thousands of individual shards of clay or polishing the same piece of graphite over many days, the 
exercise becomes a meditation.   This is evident in her graphite and porcelain work.  While her earlier 
porcelain sculptures provoke a tension - as if the works could fall off of the wall at any moment - the 
graphite, with its soft silvery hues, quietly lures the viewer into the work. The graphite works also 
manifest a visceral tension but it is very quiet, created through subtle shifts of the asymmetrical graphite 
planes.  In artforum.com [July, 2008], Blake Gopnik wrote, ”Her works are not so much about the space 
they take up as the substance this space contains and what it means. In York’s art, that is, what you 
see is positively not what you see, or get.” 
 
York’s recent installation at the Lannan Foundation was a large-scale work comprised of three graphite 
forms, one an 800 pound hanging column that floated only a few inches above the floor.  In a catalogue 
essay for the exhibition, Lucy Lippard wrote, “[A] nuanced fusion of the intellect and sensual experience 
is precisely what York achieves. In doing so, she takes Minimalism past the post, and into a realm of 
her own.” 
 
Susan York received her MFA from the Cranbrook Academy of Art, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.  York 
exhibits with Exhibitions 2d in Marfa Texas and James Kelly Contemporary in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  
Her work is in the permanent collection of the Lannan Foundation, Santa Fe, New Mexico, The Panza 
Collection in Lugano, Switzerland, the Maxine & Stuart Frankel Foundation for Art, Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan, and Stedejlijk Museum - s’Hertogenbosch, the Netherlands. She is a recipient of a Joan 
Mitchell fellowship for Painters and Sculptors. 


